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Claiborne’s Supermarket
710 N 4th St
Lamesa, TX 79331
Dear Claiborne’s Management:
I came to your store on January 10th to buy groceries and was shocked to discover that you had new signs on your doors, namely those bearing the language of Texas Penal Code 30.06 (trespass by holder of license to carry concealed handgun) and 30.07 (trespass by license holder with an openly carried handgun).
While it is your legal right to restrict the possession of handguns on your premises, I am deeply saddened by your decision to do so. Handgun License holders have submitted to background checks, fingerprint collection, and training from State certified instructors on a variety of topics including firearm safety, use of force laws, verbal intervention and de-escalation, and storage and handling of firearms. We must also pass a live-fire range to demonstrate our proficiency with our chosen firearm. Many license holders are current or former members of law enforcement or the military, like myself. Handgun License holders are safe, legal, knowledgeable, proficient, and are willing to jump into the line of fire to help others. We pose no danger to the public, and in many documented cases around the country are actually more likely to stop a dangerous incident before it occurs.
If you had erected only a 30.07 sign, restricting open carry in the interest of serving patrons who are uncomfortable around guns, I would not be offended to this degree. However, since you have opted to restrict concealed carry as well, I am no longer able to protect myself in your store.
It is your right to make this decision. I am not asking you to change it. However, I want you to know that your decision has cost you two things. First, it has cost you the peace of mind that comes from knowing there are people in your store who can and will protect you if the worst should come about and a criminal with a gun comes to do evil. Second, it has cost you my business, and hopefully the business of other law-abiding gun owners. I will not patronize any business who takes my right to self-preservation away from me. 

Sincerely,
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